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Ruth Smith Wrench Honored; 


Wins National Acclaim 
From Business Women 


Mrs. Ruth Smith Wrench, Woman of 
the Year of the Atlanta Charter Chap- 
ter, American Business Women’s Asso- 
ciation, and one of the Top Ten of the 
National Association in 1960, says: 
“This is a long way . . . from the ‘cot- 
ton fields’ of Dixie. . . . I would like to 
thank my husband, my family, and my 
many close associates and friends for 
their encouragement and loyalty. I 
could never have done this alone.” 


Mrs. Wrench has a 28-year record of 
activity in civic, health and welfare 
work in Georgia. She pioneered in 
venereal disease control, serving as 
Chief Medical Sociat Worker in the 
noted rural unit* of Glynn-Camden- 
McIntosh Counties, which developed 
the Blood Wagon Program in 1937—a 
pilot project for national VD control. 

In 1939, Mrs. Wrench joined the At- 
lanta Health Department. In 1950 she 
headed the Citizens’ Committee of At- 
lanta which spearheaded the country’s 
largest multiphasic testing survey for 
tuberculosis, syphilis, diabetes and 
cancer. 

Since 1952, Mrs. Wrench has been 
Office Manager and Communicable 
Disease Investigator for the Fulton 
County Health Department, whose VD 
Control Division functions as a Diag- 
nostic and Treatment Center in co- 
operation with the State Health De- 
partment and the Public Health 
Service, and serves 59 countries. 


Mrs. Wrench is the only woman 
Communicable Disease Investigator in 
the Public Health Service and sole 
woman Civilian Advisor to the South- 
eastern Armed Forces Disciplinary 
Control Board. She has served on 
committees of the Atlanta Social 
Workers’ Club; ASHA; the Georgia 
Public Health Association; and the 
Georgia Mental Health Association. 


Ruth Smith Wrench— 
among top ten business women. 

Married in 1958 to Thomas Ward 
Wrench, Jr., of Arfchorage, Alaska, 
Mrs. Wrench considers marriage the 
greatest experience of her life. She 
plans retirement shortly. She will take 
up residence in Alaska where, accord- 
ing to Georgia friends and colleagues, 
she will undoubtedly be the 49th 
state’s busiest volunteer. 


Dr. Fiumara Made 
New Director 
In Consolidation 


Consolidation of the Divisions of 
Venereal Diseases and of Communica- 
ble Diseases and appointment of Dr. 
Nicholas J. Fiumara as Division Direc- 
tor has been announced by Dr. Alfred 
L. Frechette, Commissioner, Massa- 
chusetts Department of Health. 

Dr. Fiumara is Instructor in Epi- 
demiology, Harvard School of Public 
Health; Lecturer in Dermatology and 
Syphilogy, Tufts University School of 
Medicine; Assistant Clinical Derma- 
tologist, Massachusetts General Hospi- 
tal; Associate Visiting Physician in 
Dermatology, Boston City Hospital; 
Physician, Department of Derma- 
tology, the Boston Dispensary. 

Employed by the Massachusetts De- 
partment of Health since 1941, Dr. Fiu- 
mara has directed the Division of 
Venereal Diseases since 1947. He has 
been VD consultant to the Public 
Health Service. 

In 1959, Dr. Fiumara was elected 
president of the American Venereal 
Disease Association. 


JAMES GANG ON THE LOOSE AGAIN; 
CLEANS OUT CHARLOTTE, N. C. 


By Paul Kinsie 


ASHA’s studies of commercialized 
prostitution and allied conditions has, 
over the past two decades, frequently 
revealed substantial amounts of open 
and flagrant prostitution activities in, 
among other communities, Charlotte, 
N. C. Now, however, reports from 
Charlottes prostitution underworld, 
which has long carried on a lucrative 
business, especially so far as concerns 
service personnel from both nearby 
and distant military installations, 
carry a tone reminiscent of the 19th 
Century. ‘The James gang has ruined 


the town,” they say. 

Chief of Police Jesse James and his 
officers have been waging a relentless 
campaign against the prostitution 
racket! and the “James gang” is none 
other than this highly respectable and 
efficient organization. 

Chief James and his staff have 
brought conditions to the point where 
Charlotte, upon the occasion of 
ASHA’s most recent studies, could be 
justifiably classified as a community 
which has successfully uprooted the 
prostitution racket. 

The reader may well ask, ““What’s 
in a name?” when the name is James. 
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THE CHANGING DHEW SCENE 


By FRANK H. HELLER, President 


Presidential appointments are mo- 
mentous in these threatening times, 
especially those to the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare. ‘The 
inner strengths of our people are as 
important for long-range national 
defense as are arms and diplomacy. 

Family stability; the kind as well as 
the amount of education we provide; 
and the mental and physical health of 
the nation are DHEW’s key concerns 
and our long-range safeguard. Hence, 
many view the recent appointments 
to this department with optimism, re- 
gardless of political partisanship. 

Our future is interwoven with that 
of human beings everywhere. Our 
health is importartt; but so is that of 
the entire world. Though our children 
need an education firmly grounded in 
the sciences, so vital to the protection 
of the nation, they also need education 
which will sensitize them to human 
values, moral issues and to oneness 
with all mankind. Our social welfare 
cannot be fostered on an island, for 
we live on a kind of world-continent, 
where the oceans and seas which sepa- 
rate countries today are little bigger 
than yesterday’s rivers. The appoint- 


ments to DHEW provide telling assur- 
ance of the administration’s aware- 
ness of the crucial national and world 
significance of the Department. 

Connecticut’s former governor, 
Abraham A. Ribicoff, brings to the role 
of Secretary a background of deep in- 
terest in every phase of DHEW’s work 
—all amply demonstrated during his 
two terms of office in his home state. 

Son of a Polish immigrant laborer, 
Secretary Ribicoff was born in New 
Britain. He received his elementary 
and secondary education in Connecti- 
cut. At an early age he commenced 
work to help support his family. He 
managed to secure two degrees at the 
University of Chicago, while holding 
a job with a slide fastener company. 
At the University’s School of Law, 
Secretary Ribicoff; was editor of the 
Law Review. 

After commencing. private legal 
practice in Connecticut, the Secretary 
started on a political career in 1938 
when he was elected to the state’s 
General Assembly. Later, he served 
two terms in Congress, beginning in 
1948. 

The Secretary is described by his 
friends as deeply religious, intellectual 
and unpfetentious. 


To You, the Reader 


Today’s concept of a newspaper, magazine or house organ is 


that it must meet the readers’ demands. This is somewhat opposed to 
the idea of the delightful, random ramblings of the Spectator and to 
the hortatory exercises of many 19th century journals. These still 
make enjoyable reading, but chiefly for their illumination of two 
literary forms. 

Even within the modest limits of The Social Health News, ASHA 

wants to give you reading matter related to today’s world and 
today’s jobs. 

When we periodically review our News policy, we frequently 
justify it with the fact that we have a heterogeneous readership and 
ought to produce “something for everyone.” 

Heterogeniety must always influence us to some degree. But 
we also want to provide you with both specific and a news 
of equal readability. 

Every editor is haunted by the thought of people melting one 
or two stories and quitting right there. You can help, us banish this 
spectre. Write your suggestions now—today. 

Do we cram too much into too little space? 
six-page issue? Regularly? Occasionally? 

Should we have news departments to meet your special interests 
and those of persons in related fields? Do we publish too many 
“institutional” stories? Too few? Do you want more news about 
people? About programs? 

This is your News. It should be a stimulating work resource, 
whether you are a volunteer or a professional. If you are neither, 
it should sustain your concern for social health problems and encour- 
age your support of the social health movement. 


Should we aim at a 


His wife is the former Ruth Siegel. 
The Ribicoffs have one son, Peter, a 
teacher of English in a California high 
school, and a daughter, Jane, a student 
at Pine Manor Junior College, Welles- 
ley, Mass. 

A characteristic statement of Secre- 
tary Ribicoff’s, made in connection 
with elective office, was: “A man runs 
for the office of governor as a partisan, 
but once he is elected, he becomes the 
leader of all the people.” 

On another occasion, when praised 
by a special interest group for his po- 
litical views, Secretary Ribicoff, then 
a Congressman, said that his ideas 
“just happened to coincide” with those 
of the group at that time. “But don’t 
get the idea that I’m your man,” he 
concluded. 

The incoming Under Secretary is 
Ivan A. Nestigen, Mayor of Madison, 
Wisconsin. 


Selected for the key position of Sur- 
geon General, Public Health Service— 
an arm of DHEW—was Luther Terry, 
M.D., an Alabaman now residing in 
Rockville, Md. Dr. Terry is a veteran 
Public Health Service employee who, 
at the time of his appointment, was 
assistant director of the National 
Heart Institute. Dr. Terry was also a 
faculty member at the Johns Hopkins 
Medical School in Baltimore. His ex- 
tensive experience in research sug- 
gests that this aspect of public health 
will prosper under his guidance. 

Other appointments to DHEW were: 
former Representative James M. Quig- 
ley of Camp Hill, Pa., as Assistant 
Secretary for Federal and State Mat- 
ters; Alanson W. Willcox of Washing- 
ton, D. C., general counsel for the 
American Hospital Association, as 
General Counsel, DHEW; and Dr. Wil- 
bur Cohen of Ann Arbor, Mich., a 
Professor of Public Welfare Adminis- 
tration at the University of Michigan, 
as Assistant Secretary for Legislative 
Matters. 

Dr. Cohen was chairman of the Task 
Force on Health and Social Security 
which reported to President Kennedy 
prior fo his inauguration. 
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Family Life Education 
Receives New Emphasis 
In Community Group 


“Family life education is the new 
emphasis in our program,” says the 
Rev. Charles W. Rawlings, director of 
the Garden Valley Neighborhood 
House, Cleveland, Ohio. “We see this 
as the coming approach, particularly 
in group social work with multi- 
problem families.” 

The center, operated in connection 
with a metropolitan housing project, 
serves a low-income population. It 
is conducting a method-testing pro- 
gram, aided by ‘the Cleveland Family 
Health Association, affiliate of ASHA. 

Two groups of families were in- 
volved in the initiation of the three 
months’ pilot project in September, 
1960: one consisting of 15 familiés 
with teenage children; the other of 15 
families with pre-school children. 
Semi-social discussions were held with 
each group every three weeks; interim 
meetings were held for fathers only, 
mothers only, and each age group of 
children. 

The group decided on topics pro- 
posed by the leader. Priority was given 
to: “The Pre-Adolescent and His Par- 
ents”; “Teaching Moral Values to 
Children” (heavily favored by fa- 
thers); “Delinquency—Whose Fault— 
Home or Community?” 

Assistance was afforded by staff of 
the Cleveland Family Health Associa- 
tion who, together with the director 
of the neighborhood house, set up 
programs and led discussion. 

Evaluation may bring some changes 
in methodology, but the program will 
continue. Participation and enthusi- 
asm have, according to reports from 
CFHA, justified the Rev. Rawlings’ 
convictions regarding this new em- 
phasis. 


Statistics Reported 


William F. Benedict, executive 
director, Social Hygiene Associa- 
tion of the District of Columbia, 
reports activity statistics for 
1960: Lectures, symposia, discus- 
sions and film showings, 121; 
attendance, 10,220 persons; 4,812 
pamphlets and 858 pamphlet 
packets distributed; 143 elemen- 
tary school and 209 junior high 
school outlines provided for 
teachers; 12,000 copies of guest 
lectures made available to inter- 
ested people. 


CLEVELAND ATTACKS “HUSH-HUSH DISEASE” 


can 


Specialized Family Life Education aelps parents of the handicapped. 


SPECIALIZED FAMILY LIFE PROGRAM 


Another activity of the Cleveland 
Family Health Association is a pro- 
gram of parent, professional and pub- 
lic education ‘about the neurological 
disorder often called ‘“‘the last of the 
hush-hush diseases” — epilepsy. The 
Parents Committee on Epilepsy is 
serving in a general guiding capacity. 

Ann Falther, director, explains the 
Association’s interest. “We initiated 
our program after a community survey 
by the Cleveland Health Council re- 
vealed that the fear, stigma, shame and 
archaic attitudes which still cling to 
epilepsy often create severe problems 
of mental health in families with an 
epileptic member. Further, they cause 
unusual and disruptive stresses and 
strains in family life, 

“From this we concluded that we 


have a responsibility, in family life 
education, not only to so-called ‘nor- 
mal’ families, but also to those who 
live with special health conditions. 
When we think about it, we realize 
that this is a sizeable group in our 
population.” 

Carried on with cooperation of a 
liaison committee of the Cleveland 
Academy of Medicine, the program in- 
volves parent discussion groups, use 
of films in meetings with Parent 
Teacher Associations, work wiih psy- 
chologists, nurses and teachc : s, an edu- 
cational exhibit created by the Cleve- 
land Health Museum, the use of 
general public information media, and 
a variety of techniques aimed at cre- 
ating a better understanding of epi- 
lepsy and the person with epilepsy. 


Four Institutes Slated 
For School Personnel 


Howard C. Leach, executive secre- 
tary, Health Education and Venereal 
Disease Council, Los Angeles, reports 
Council sponsorship of four institutes 
for secondary school personnel, from 
February through May, 1961. 

Approximately two hours in length, 
they will serve as refreshers on VD 
education and control. Facts on na- 
tional and local trends; teen-age VD; 
diagnosis and treatment; and public 
health treatment policies will be pre- 
sented, followed by a review of edu- 
cational materials. 

The Council has succeeded in secur- 
ing modification of the Long Beach 
(California) State College’s summer 


Family Life Workshop to include dis- 
cussion of the VD problem. 

A new experiment in VD education 
—public showing of a full-length dra- 
matic film entitled “VD’—will start 
in Los Angeles County motion picture 
theatres shortly. The Council gave 
technical consultation to the producers. 


KANSAS CITY WORKSHOP 


Paul K. Houdek, executive secre- 


tary, reports a successful one-day 
workshop on Teenage-Parent Relations 
held in cooperation with the Council 
of Churches of Greater Kansas City 
and the directors of religious education 
of the community. The Rev. William 
Genné, executive director of the De- 
partment of Family Life of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, was the 
workshop leader. 
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By ELIZABETH S. FORCE 


Annotated bibliographies (some of 
which contain reference material on 
films, tapes and other teaching and 
discussion aids) are in heavy demand. 
The following titles and related data 
will prove useful to parents, teachers, 
social workers, discussion leaders, the 
clergy and others interested in family 
life and family life education: 

Family Life References, a selected 
annotated bibliography, 1960-61, was 
prepared by a committee of the Utah 
Council on Family Relations. It in- 
cludes listings of books, pamphlets, 
and films in six areas of family rela- 
tionships. References are classified 
for the use of particular readers into 
general, more technical, detailed and 
similar categories. 

Available through the Department 
of Human Development and Family 
Relationships, Brigham Young Univer- 
sity, Provo, Utah; the Department of 
Child Development, University of 
Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah; or De- 
partment of Family Living and Child 
Development, Utah State University, 
Logan, Utah. Price: 50 cents. 


Family Life: Literature and Films, 
1960, prepared by members of the Bib- 
liography Revision Committee of the 
Minnesota Council on Family Life, has 
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The Literature... 


gone through two prior editions; one 
issued in 1951 and the other, a revi- 
sion of the original, in 1958. It may 
be secured from the Minnesota Coun- 
cil on Fanfily Life, 1219 University 
Avenue, S.E., Minneapolis 14, Minn., 
for $1.00 a copy. 

Readings for Study and Understand- 
ing, prepared for the Golden Anniver- 
sary White House Conference on Chil- 
dren and Youth (1960) by the Adult 
Services Division of the American 
Library Association, covers a broad 
range of subject matter and maierials. 
Local public libraries have copies for 
reference purposes. 


List of Films on Family Relations 
and Child Development was prepared 
by Mildred I. Morgan, Nona M. Good- 
son and Ruth J. Dales for the Family 
Relations and Child Development Sec- 
tion of the American Home Economics 
Association. It may be secured from 
AHEA at 1600 Twentieth Street, N.W., 
Washington 9, D. C. Price: 50 cents 
each. 

Selected BookS of the Year, 1960, 
prepared by the book review Com- 
mittees of Child °Study Association of 
America, contains listings for chil- 
dren, and about children, parents and 


family life. Published by CSAA, 9 East , 


89th Street, New York 28, N. Y. Price: 
50 cent each. 
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Sources of Information on Behav- 
iorial Problems of Adolescence; pub- 
lished by the American Psychiatric 
Association, 1700 18th Street, ‘N.W., 
Washington, D. C., was issued in-Octo- 
ber, 1960. It contains an index of 
scientific studies and their sources, 
dealing with youth from the ages of 
14 to 22, and was compiled by the 
Committee on Academic Education of 
APA with the professional assistance 
of Professor Vaclav Mostecky of the 
Harvard Law Library, et al. Price: 
$3 each. 

Theological Schools and Family Life 
Education, 1960, is a service bulletin 
compiled by Everett M. Stowe. Its 
publishers describe it as “a report 
from an inquiry made in April-June, 
1960, through the World Council of 
Christian Education and Sunday School 
Association concerning present cur- 
riculum offerings on marriage, the 
family, and family life education in 
theological schools in some of the 
younger churches and within the 
U.S.A.” It may be secured from the 
World Council, located at 475 River- 
side Drive, New York 27, N. Y. Price: 
75 cents each; ten copies or more, 50 
cents each. 


Everybody Benefits 
When Everybody Gives 
the UNITED Way 
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